The New Heart Center
at Soroka Medical Center
Soroka University Medical Center is the sole tertiary hospital serving a population of 850,000 people
in the Negev – the southern part of Israel. The Negev is a rapidly growing region and population is
expected to grow substantially over the next decade owing in part to a massive move of army bases to
this region.
Soroka University Medical Center has 1063 beds and
offers the whole spectrum of modern medical services. It
incorporates a major trauma center which serves about 60%
of the country's territory and has been tested repeatedly and
successfully in times of peace and conflict. Soroka is the
major teaching hospital of the Faculty of Health Sciences
at Ben Gurion University of the Negev, teaching medical,
nursing and paramedical students.
The Department of Cardiology at Soroka provides comprehensive state of the art cardiac services to this
very large population. However, its infrastructure has not been updated for many years and it is no longer
adequate for the size of the population. It is with this in mind that Soroka Medical Center has made the
decision to build a new Heart center which will provide cutting edge cardiology services in a high class
facility for decades to come.
The department currently performs annually about 20,000 echo studies, 2500 cardiac catheterizations and
interventions and 500 electrophysiology procedures. We have an active cardiac CT and MRI program.
Our Intensive and step down units admit about 3000 patients per year.
The main challenges facing us in the provision
of high quality cardiology care to the Negev
population are the inadequate number of monitored
beds and the need for more procedure labs.
At present the department of cardiology has 9
intensive care beds and only 9 step down beds.
This corresponds to 4.8 monitored beds per
100,000 inhabitants, compared to 11-13 per
100,000 inhabitants in other areas of the country.
This severe shortage of beds leads to many
patients who need a monitored bed not being able
to have it, which severely limits the availability of proper cardiology care to all those who need it.
Our calculations led us to realize we need a new 60 bed facility which would satisfy the needs of the
population for decades to come.

Another pressing need is procedure rooms. We currently have interventional laboratories, used for
both cardiac catheterization and electrophysiology.
We already need a fourth room as the current number is
insufficient to meet the growing needs of our population
and a fifth room will be needed in the years to come.
Our echocardiography laboratory holds 4 rooms and is
also substantially smaller than needed, as the utilization of
echocardiography is growing rapidly and more complex
studies are introduced. There is a need to expand to 8
procedure rooms to provide timely quality service.

Our vision therefore to build a new Heart Center that would fill those gaps in infrastructure
and provide the Negev population with a modern, efficient and spacious facility for inpatients
and outpatients alike. For this we seek the support of those who might be willing to join this
vision and contribute to a new era of modern cardiology in the Negev.
The Cardiac Institute will strive to be a leading center of excellence, providing state
of the art comprehensive cardiac care to the Negev population and superb education for
health care professionals while excelling in research.
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