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- SPOTLIGHT ON MEIR MEINCAL CENTER -

MEIR MEDICAL CENTER:
AT THE FOREFRONT
OF THE COVID-19 CHALLENGE

« By Jason Blackshaw

p=y=q he coronavirus has caused great havoc
worldwide. Most people believad that the
Geveiopment of naw drugs, medical devices,
A andcutting-edge treauments have overcome
mos: maladies. Insomeways, COVID-19was awake-
up il

COVID-19 was a shock noe only to the public but
t0 the medical establishment as well. [t was lasgely
unprepared foe such a pandemic, and it had to adape
very quickly to the new realities.

Dr. Yaron Mushkat is the general manager of the
Meir Medical Center, which is part of the Clalit
Health Services. In a talk with The Jerusalem Post,
heexplains how Meir Hospital met the tremengous
challenges posad by the pandemic and how it will
affec the medical establishment in the future.

He says, *The pandemic surprised the whole
wareld. The medical establishment is prepared to
deal with outbreaks of epidemics, but COVID-19
was something naw and on a completaly different
level, and it presented us with enormous challenges.
From the outset, it was clear that we had to create
isolation wards to prevent those infectad from
speeading thevirus and to peovide the medical teams
with maximum peotection while treating the sick.
We were facing something new, and we had to train
the medcal saff on how 1o treat the COVID patiens
in the best way passible. The medical teams were
working under extreme pressure both physically
and emotionally. They worked long hours together
understrainadworking conditions, coupled with the
emotional stress of dealing with 2 highly Infectious
lethal disease.”

History has proven thatl wars promole new
techmological developments. Does that hold
true for pandemsics as wefl?

Absolutely. The pandemic brought about the
development of new technologies to treat the
coronavirus. Thevaccines are oneof the examples of
the biotechnological developments, but there were
other innovations that can be described as hi-tech
developments.

For example, 2 remote control monitoring room
that monitored the health of each corona patient,
thereby minimizing the fisk to the medical staf.
A new mask was also developed that is constantly
ventilated by clean air, which minimizes the chances
of Infection for the medical saff. | also want to point
out that Meir tried out new treatmenss, andwe have
our own R&D activities.

New medical technologles are very costly. If
You want Lo aciquire an expensive new medical
device, do you require the authorization of
Clalit?

We are proud to be 3 part of the Clalit Health
Services, the largest medical organization in the
country. It assesses the medical efficiency of new
medical devices and the cost effectiveness of the
medical equipment we need and they finance
our purchases. We are also greatly helped by the
senerosity of our donors. These funds are also wsed
0 purchase new cutting-edge medical devices.

The Melr Medical Center Is well Knmown for
the way it treals Israel’s Olympic athietes. Is it
from theway you treat other patients?
The Meir Medical Center has become a bywordin
all aspects of Sports Medicine. Our madical centes
prices itself on the medical treasment It provides
for Olympic athletes. The treatment is the same
for all owr patients, bus we are aware that in sports,
especially Olympic sports, the treatment must be as
rapid as possible because athletes cannot affoed o
miss their training sessions. Thatiswhywe make it
a pointcomplete the treatment as soon as possible.
We have been treating Issael’s Olympic athletes
for the past 20 years. We are very proud of the
comprehensive medical treatment we give them.
We monitoe their development and accompany
them on tournaments in Iseael and abroadand thus
Included Olympic tournaments.

Does Melr speclalize In any particular
medical branch?

Yes, many. For example, we speciatize in
pulmonary ailments, in minimally invasive lung
surgery, and lung oncology treatment. We also offer
state.of-the-art cardiac treatment. And we have
a very well-geveloped multl disciplinary trauma

Yaron Mashka MD: CEO Medr Medical
Center (Courtesy Meir Medica? Cenler)

department which offers treatment for patentswho
haveex perienced gunshot wounds, trafhc accidents,
and the like.

We are one of the leading hospitals specializing
in obstetrics and paciatric medicine. Our delivery
rooms and pediatsic deparement offer the most up
10 date professional holistic treaement availabie the
world over.

Our pactiatric treatment isexcellent and every year
we ges the highest grading of the Isragli ministry of
health for the treasment of children. Our pediatric
wards supply health needs of children over a wikle

aphical area.

The Melr Medical Center Is at the forefront of
medical gevelopments and is one of the leading
medical centers in Iscael.

Year after year we get top marks from the Ministry
of Health for the quality of our medical teams and
the quality of our treasment.

I am rightfully proud for the privilege that was
siven me t0 manage a madical center where the all
the staff medical and other consider it their home
and do all in thelr power make it the best medical
center.

IEJERUSALEM POST

https://www.jpost.com/special-
content/meir-medical-center-at-the-
forefront-of-the-covid-19-challenge-
665497
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