
COINCIDENTALLY, ON

the same day,President Isaac

Herzog and his wife,Michal,
who are longtimesupporters
of Beit Loewenstein rehabilita־

tion

$1ST$rehabilitation$1ST$

$2ND$rehabilitation$2ND$hospital,which is one of

the largestIsraelihospitalsin
the fieldof rehabilitation med־

icine,

$1ST$medicine,$1ST$

$2ND$medicine,$2ND$paid visitand met with

patientsand staff.They were

also given briefingon new

technologiesand equipment
that are beingused in various

therapies.
Beit Loewenstein is affiliated

with ClalitHealth Services,so
it was natural for Clalit chair־

man

$1ST$chairman$1ST$

$2ND$chairman$2ND$of the board of directors

Yohanan Locker to joinBeit
Loewenstein CEO Dr. Hagay
Amir in welcomingthe Her־

zogs.

$1ST$Herzogs.$1ST$

$2ND$Herzogs.$2ND$
Avi Luftan, 42,from Kiryat

Shmona, told the Herzogsthat
he is disabled army veteran.

Twentyyears ago, he was seri־

ously

$1ST$seriously$1ST$

$2ND$seriously$2ND$injuredduringhis mili־

tary

$1ST$military$1ST$

$2ND$military$2ND$service,and fornearlytwo
decades he suffered excruciat־

ing,

$1ST$excruciating,$1ST$

$2ND$excruciating,$2ND$chronic pain.Physicians
advised him to undergo the

amputationof his leg.It was

difficultdecision for him to

make. But in consultation with

various medical professionals,
he reached the conclusion that

thiswas the best course forhim.

What helpedhim lot,he

said,were the interpersonal
relationshipswith his nurses,

histherapistand even the head

doctor. Theywere with him all

the way, as were other patients,
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MICHAL HERZOG and (below)her husband,PresidentIsaac

Herzog,joinin pony pettingtherapywith five-year-oldchildat

BeitLoewenstein rehabilitationhospital.(KobiGideon/GPO)

he said. The nurses let him

know theycared,because they
frequentlychecked on him.

The door of his physicianDr.
Michael Tamir was always
open to him. “I feel as ifhe’s

my supportsystem,and that’s

very important,”said Luftan.

“He givesme the strengthto
continue to develop.”
The Herzogswere charmed

by cute five-year-oldgirlwho

happens to have been born

spastic.Among the therapies
prescribedfor her are pony
rides and petting.Michal Her־

zog

$1ST$Herzog$1ST$

$2ND$Herzog$2ND$joinedthe littlegirlin pet־
ting

$1ST$petting$1ST$
$2ND$petting$2ND$the pony, but the presi־
dent

$1ST$president$1ST$
$2ND$president$2ND$was braver,and gotinto

pony-drawncart with her,and
the two the presidentand
the littlegirl went for ride

together.


