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« By JUDY SIEGEL-ITZKOVICH

HOSPITAL WORK FOR ETHIOPIAN OLIM
Only two years ago, 15 women
immigrated from Ethiopia without
knowing the country or Hebrew. Today,
after taking a special course at Carmel
Medical Center in Haifa, these women
from Haifa, Migdal Ha’emek and the
Haifa Bay suburbs are ready to work as
paramedical and auxiliary workers in

medical institutions. The young women
left their husbands and children several
times a week over the past two months
to participate in the course - the first of
its kind in Israel. Previous Carmel courses
for immigrants included people who
came on aliya a decade before.

Dr. Nirit Palevsky, a Carmel social worker
who coordinated the course, said all the
participants were keen on learning and
advancing. “They cooperated
enthusiastically and despite all the
difficulties leaving their families behind,
they spent hours going over their study
material,” she said. "We found they were
all shy, but this shyness almost
disappeared,” added Shalva Giladi, the
hospital’s manpower head. “This change
really made us happy.” The young women
learned about the Patients’ Rights Law, the
role of auxiliary workers, hospital diets and
medical developments in Israel and
abroad. They still don’t speak fluent
Hebrew, but they will continue these
studies using easy-Hebrew lectures, photos
and illustrations.

“My dream is to help my husband
support the family,” said an excited Taka
Zamani. “1 am so happy to graduate,
and 1 thank the hospital for making it
possible.”
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